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The challenge

Tackling climate change will involve large scale change for 
business, local communities, government and their relationships 

with people

The speed of change and the direction of change is being decided 
now in government and international forums

With change will also come opportunity, new business challenges 
and new regulatory challenges at both national and local 

government level

There will be some difficult transitions and both business and 
local government will share the challenge of carrying the consent 

of customers and the public with them



This session

• waste management and sustainable 
consumption issues

• local authority best practice
• the role of local government as a champion 
for change

Making a difference through 
local government



The panel

Mark James
Chief Executive, Carmarthenshire CC  

Claire Gibson
Director of Sustainable Resources, 

South West Regional Development Agency

Andrew Mullaney
Head of Environment & Communities, Lancashire CC

Richard Shipp
Assistant Waste Promotions Officer, East Sussex CC



What we already know…
a recap



Waste management

… and
Greenhouse 

Gases



Reports to review



1990 – 2006

Methane emissions by source



Waste management
The facts



Waste management is a significant contributor to UK emissions
• transport, processing, treatment and landfill

Over 430 million tonnes of waste materials per annum in UK
• contributes 2.5% to the national total GHG emissions
• 41% of all methane emissions

Waste management accounted for 22 Million tpa of CO2-eq (2008)

• 400,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide (GWP = 1)
• 964,900 tonnes of methane (GWP = 21)
• 4,200 tonnes of nitrous oxide (GWP = 320)

93,000 tonnes of methane released from food waste in landfills
• equating to 1.95Mt of CO2-eq

• equivalent to over 250,000 return flights from London to Sydney!!



The carbon cycle



Are we taking it
seriously?



Achieving the targets

70%

36%

Our target

Achieved





Innovation



People don’t like change?

EFW

MRF

AWC

IVC

MBT

…the public is linking climate change to waste management.



Waste management systems alone cannot deliver less waste and 
increased recycling.

Success will only come with public buy-in and support.



Is the world’s climate changing?
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72% Disagree strongly

Disagree slightly

Agree slightly

Agree strongly
Source: DEFRA 2008



How concerned are you?

30%

47% 14%

9%

Very concerned

Fairly concerned

Not very concerned

Not at all concerned
Source: MORI 2008



Can you slow climate change?

20%

48%
24%
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No influence

A little influence

Some influence

A large influence
Source: DEFRA 2008



What actions could you take?

Source: DEFRA 2008
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Fly less
Turn down thermostat

Buy energy efficient products

Don't leave things on standby
Use less heating

Switch off lights/appliances
Use less electricity

Walk, cycle, use public transport

Drive less
Recycle (more)



Building momentum
We must improve knowledge 
and deal with perceptions



CRC – do you know about it?

Mandatory trade scheme in the UK
• first compliance year April 2010 – March 2011
• 80% reduction on GHG emissions by 2050

Approximately 5,000 affected organisations 
• Large energy users
• Multiple sites
• Large fleets
• Public buildings
• Public sector service providers



CRC – do you know about it?



My big themes

• Climate Change is real and waste management has a 
significant role to play

• We need to communicate the realities NOW
• Target setting is critical to build momentum
• We must communicate to bring the public and commerce with 

us
• We must make informed decisions about services
• We must design & procure services that are carbon friendly
• We must put carbon at the heart of our strategic position for 

the next 30 years
• We must walk the walk…. Lead by example!

My big themes

Nobody said this would be easy



Dr Adam Read
Practice Knowledge Leader  - Waste Management & Resource Efficiency

adam.read@aeat.co.uk
07968 707 239

Now for the panel…..
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