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A new UK Government took office on 11 

May. As a result the content on this site 

may not reflect current Government policy. 

All statutory guidance and legislation 

published on this site continues to reflect 

the current legal position unless indicated 

otherwise.



Schools and the Coalition Government

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP to Headteachers, 26 May 2010



Local authorities and the Coalition Government

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP to Lead Members, 26 May 2010



Direction of travel … 

Schools

- increased autonomy improves outcomes

- permissive approach to governance

- removing barriers to market entry – Free Schools

- raising standards, improving aspirations,   

meeting the need of local communities



Direction of travel … 

Local authorities

- commissioners of provision, not providers

- champions of educational excellence

- championing the most vulnerable

- regulating the market; managing market failure

- raising standards, improving aspirations,   

meeting the need of local communities



The new system …

2010 will be transitional - by Thursday 7 May 2015:

- assume all schools are autonomous

- assume local authorities do not manage 

provision

- assume reduced resources for all elements of the 

system



Contested terrain

- revenue funding – national, local, or what?

- capital funding – how will it be managed?

- admissions – who makes sure that systems are 

fair, and fairly applied?

- exclusions – what provision is made for excluded 

pupils?

- planning – who plans the system in an area, 

ensuring sufficiency and suitability, and value-

for-money?

- school improvement – how will it be managed?
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