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Why Rank? Globalisation 

4 million internationally mobile students – 7 million by  2020? 
 

 
 



Why rank? Rankings perform a helpful function 

 

“Rankings… encourage institutions to move beyond their 

internal conversations to participate in broader national 

and international discussions” 

 

 

 

“Rankings… foster collaboration, such as research 

partnerships, student and faculty exchange programmes” 

 

 

 

“Rankings prompt change in areas that directly improve 

student learning” 
 

 

Source: US Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP). May 2009 



Source: IDP research, October 2012 

Growing influence among students 



Growing influence… 

Source: IDP research, October 2012 



The four key pillars: 

Research Teaching 
Knowledge 

Transfer 

Global 

outlook 



Thomson Reuters’ Stakeholder survey 

Source: New Outlooks on Institutional Profiles, Thomson Reuters, 2009 

92% said faculty output (publications) was a “must have/nice to have” 

 

91% said that faculty impact (citations) was a “must have/nice to have” 

 

86% said they wanted faculty/student ratios 

 

84% said they wanted data on income from research grants 

 

79% said they wanted a peer “reputation” measure 



World University 

Rankings: Methodology 

Methodology used for 2011-12 World University rankings and 2012-13. 



Top 200 institutions in red. 200-400 in blue. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



THE World University Rankings on the iPhone 



Data sourced from Thomson Reuters, InCitesTM  

Egypt Saudi 

Arabia 



“In God we trust, all others bring 

data” 
 
W. Edwards Deming 

  




